FIGHT RACISM IN THE WASHINGTON, DC AREA

An anti-Nazi resolution is on the agenda for the June 27th membership meeting of AFGE Local 12.  It exposes the neo Nazi group, the National Alliance  (NA), which has been demonstrating at the Israeli embassy on the pretext of siding with the Palestinians against the Israelis.  The Anti Defamation League website calls them, “the largest and most active neo-Nazi organization in the United States.  The stated aim is to build a better world and a better race and to create a new government…answerable to White people only.  Over the last several years, dozens of violent crimes, including murders, bombings and robberies, have been traced to NA members or appear to have been inspired by the group’s propaganda.”  http://www.adl.org/learn/ (click on National Alliance on left hand side).  Another participant in the rally was the World Church of the Creator (WCOTC).  Benjamin Smith was a member of WCOTC when he went on a 2 state shooting spree that left 2 dead and nine wounded in July 1999. (read about the WCOTC on the ADL website, as well).  

The following is just an example of how hatred can spread and turn violent.  An African American teenager was beaten and stomped by three white boys and one Chinese boy in January at Damascus High. (See the front page of the Washington Post, June 24, 2002, “Racial Discord in a Md. Town”).   The reason for the beating was that the African American teenager had a white friend and they ate together in the cafeteria and were seen walking together!  These are not isolated incidents.  Racist ideas are taught from generation to generation.  Read about the indifference of the white parents to the whole proceeding claiming prosecutors were blowing the fight out of proportion.  In the aftermath of 9/11, there has been increased racism towards all people of non white groups.  The Patriot Bill passed by Congress promotes racial profiling.

The resolution urges Local 12 members to stand up as peaceful counter demonstrators when the National Alliance comes again to demonstrate either at the Israeli embassy or another site in the Washington, DC metropolitan area.  It is necessary to take a unified, anti-racist stand.  Racism hurts all workers.  It brings down wages and divides workers so that we cannot speak with one voice against cutbacks.  Racism encourages the intimidation of workers and makes it easier to take away workers’ rights.

COME TO THE AFGE LOCAL 12 

MEMBERSHIP MEETING

THURSDAY, JUNE 27TH 

NOON-1PM N4437

For more information call 693-5297.

ANTI-NAZI RESOLUTION

WHEREAS the National Alliance is a self styled white supremacist group based on the principles of white superiority and the elimination of other “races”; and

WHEREAS several times over the past year they have boldly demonstrated at the Israeli Embassy on the pretext of siding with the Palestinians against the Israelis; and

WHEREAS the last National Alliance demonstration turned out about 250 fascists, and have boasted about doubling that number next time; and

WHEREAS this growth of fascist groups leads to more racial profiling and racist attacks on all non white groups; and

WHEREAS AFGE Local 12 is committed to multiracial unity and fighting racism, and has a history of activism in this area; 

BE IT RESOLVED that AFGE Local 12:  1) condemns the racist philosophy of the National Alliance, as promoted through their rallies, which the Local will oppose wherever they occur in the Washington, DC metropolitan area; 2) pledges to encourage AFGE Local 12 members to join the counter protestors; 3) will send letters to AFGE District 14 and the Metropolitan Washington Council urging their members to do the same.

